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In A998 Gen Art, a New Yorebased incubater for art, fashion and filny talent, hosted ies
first fashion competition for fledding designers. The finalists, one of whom was the now
calebrated but than unknown designer Potar Som, sont S looks down B runway, which
were then scored by a panel of judges. After a quick tabulation of the results, winners for
ench category ware announced by the compatition®s host. which that year was none other
than ex-modal Heidi Klum,

Scund familiar? Like something you've maybe ceen bafore?

& handful of years after hosting the Gean At Styles show, Klurn - then knewn mosthy for her
Sports llustrated covers - and her producing partner, The Weainstein Company, pitched a
show to Brave, a cable television network owned by NBC Universal. The show, Project
Rurmweny, wauld becorne o reality hit. pulling in 5.4 million viewars for its third season finale,
the largast audience Brave had ever garnered,

b for the show that inspired the show, it goes on - and, in fact, went on |ast Twesday in
front of an audiancs of more than 1.500 at New York's Hommarstein Ballroom, Spongared
chiefty by Ees Alrlines, the event previded an intaresting glimpsae into the future of Both
fashion and, perhaps, a certain reality TV show.

Thi winning waman's rebd-to-waar designer, 0.y, wada, featured a cropped trench jaoket
with lace edging over a white tant dress and a boogy white suit with lots of dark-coloured
piping. Weamble? Yes. Inspiring? Not really.

EW.EI'I' v the looka sent down the rupway in the Wwormdn's avant-garde and
eveningwear categorias. London-based designer Dragana Rikanowic took hame top
hionouwrs in the avant- garde competition for her white jumpsuit with one sheer slesve

and a white knit dress with three-dimensicnal bubblos adoerning the tog,

FORM., a trio of voung designars, won the eveningewear division with a shiny grey cocktail

option and an infinitely mere memorable black party dress featuring a deep V-neck and
skircslashed open to reveal a textured bubble below,

Alsa motaworthy were a pair of sizzling flapper frocks from Julia Glaney, & London-tbasad
designer already carriad by Coco de Mor and Harrods, IU's edsy o imaging Cloncys
Eoldsaquinned, cowknecked dress or har peach silk elip with gold, siiver and crystal
embroidary on any nurnkber of camera-loving starlets or sodalites. While Claney may mot

hawve taken hame the cash prize, thera's a good chance her Gan At appearanca could
hewve a favourable impact on har career nonatheless,

For Gan Art remains invabeed in Project Runeay. helping cast the reality show. “We help
pramote and got ermerging designens 1o comg to the coatings," aoys lan Gerord, chief
executive officer of Gen Art. The organisation alsa sends members to siton casting panels
alongside Runway's judge Tim Gunn and gthers. *They came to us bacause they wanted to
feseh designera with cradibality,” anys Gerard,

Having introduced somne of the industn's big new names - Rodarte, Sari Gueron and

Duckia Browm, a men's wear lokel up for 2 Council of Foshion Designars of America

award this year - credibility iszormething Gan Art has planty of. As for Runway, o far at
lzast it has done a better job rintng reality TV stars than successful designars.

Jdohn Bartlett. a men's wear designer and one of this year's competition judgas, says:

“Gen Art = o little under the rader but paople in the Industry raally respect what it doas,

If wou ara & finalist, | think it really ghes you a step up in the business "

Qne of the Gan Art compatition’s winnars last year, Brune Grizzo, was picked up by Barneys
Mew Work followdng the show. His entire line sabld out in the flrag week, None of Rurmway's
finalists, despite thair large fan basss, has earned such bragding nghts.

That's in part because what makes for good television deesn't abways make for great
design, OF couraa, thats not o 96y that the two are mutueally exclusie aither, "It's
absolute by vital that the people are talented but obvioushy we want colourful parsanalities,
" says Frances Barwick, axacutive vice-president of programming and production at Brava.
She nlao seya thot she and the ather Runway producers siginally struggled with making *paople sitting in & reom, driwing designg and
sewing clothes fun® for the audience.

I the end. the ansyer to that preblem came in the ferm of creative challenges such as taking the contestants to a grocary

store to find sewing materials, Time pressure helps, 1o - the shallonges take place, in general, over o ene- to three-doy pariod,

“We want to show the drama and the stress of the craative process,® says Barwick.




