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New Kids onthe Block

Spring brings three new labels and a fresh start for AsFour.
Here, a cheat sheet of the latest lines from New York City

Sea Change

With a solo line full of silk blouses and satin
dresses, former AsFour designer Kai Kishne
reveals his soffer side

Would you say your collection is
avant-garde? No, | didn't want to be
outrageous or rebellious. I'm over that

| angry phase.

Why were you so angry? |'ve been
that way since | was young. But I've out-
grown that defiant stage. Now | just
want fo make beautiful clothes.

Such as? My button-up shirtdresses—
they're very modern. And shorts. | was
inspired by the safari ouffits in Out of
Africa. | love that movie.

Any other influences? My prints bor-
row from Ernst Haeckel's Art Forms in
Nature, drawings of deep-sea creatures.
I'm obsessed with natural proportions
and organized chaos—that's what |
strive fo achieve, in design and in life.
Even at home? I've put out plants and my
shell collection in my new apartment; |

| didn't have space for them in [AsFour’s loft]

the Silver Cage. My studio overlooks Isabel
and Ruben Toledo’s place. When | first
moved in, | blinded them with a mirror to
get their attention. They thought it was funny
and now they call me “the neighbor.” | just
hope I'm a good neighbor.—S.C.

This season, Form, a six-person-strong creative team, moved in as
the newest downtown design collective. Jerry Tam—formerly of Zac

Posen and Perry Ellis—leads the group, which also includes Jamie
Rosenthal, a former Donna Karan stylist, and Eric Wemer, who con-
tributed to the interior design of NYCs
Maritime Hotel. The team’s guiding
shortssuit  principle is that clothes should be “free
of excess embellishment and unnecessary
gimmicks.” And true to, well, form,
the label kept its line of curved-hem jack-
ets and chiffon shifts to a minimalist
v palette of grays and creams.—S.C.

Delta of Venus

of aKind

“Denim is a universal
fabric,” say Gabi, Ange,
and Adi of the newly
dubbed ThreeAsFour, the
last vestige of cult collec-
tive AsFour. Recently
the trio debuted a jeans
line based on a return to
original AsFour silhou-
ettes such as round-hem
~  pants, collarless jackets,
y " and circle bags. At New
York Fashion Week, ThreeAsFour feted its new
collection with a runway show at a temporary
“pirate” store on lower Broadway. The shop, an
enormous raw space that stayed open for just 10
days, was an ideal venue for a musical perfor-
mance by Sean Lennon (mom Yoko Ono sat
in the front row). According to the designers,
“It was reminiscent of our original spirit of
Jashionperformanceart.”—].E

n unusual middle
name, Michon,
is just one of the
things that set
Stephanie Schur, 28, apart
from the <. The L.A.
designer’s Michon Schur
label bowed three s
ago ar the Chateau Mar-
mont and just stag

annel the louche '30s
author Anais Nin with tie-
front blouses, drop-waist
tunics, and breezy silk
dre J.E
o Available ar Fred Segal




